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Carl Pendle takes a look at the work

of members of the Solent Guild of

Woodcarvers and Sculptors whose

next annual exhibition can be

seen at Portsmouth in May
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‘ 1. Pax Benger with his
bam owl carved in
lime.

2. Pax demonsirates
his technique for
delineating the
plumage with a
feathor durning ool

3. One of Ray Baker's
carved ducks, not at
oll out of place in
the Arundiel satling
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ITH neasly 100
members, the
Sokent Guild of
Woodcarvers und
Sculpeores is an organisation that
eaters for both amatesr and
professional carvers. Of that
pumber, 45 are active nsembers
who demonstrate and undertake
he occasional commission
whilst the majority pursue the
craft simply for their own
wicrest. Indeed only one or two
sctually make a living from this
challenging antform,

When visiting the Wildfow!
and Wetlands Trust in Arundel,
West Sussex, | had the chance to
see some of the woek peoduced

| exhibuts being binds there could
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hardly have been a betier setting

Pax Benger, | learnt, is 3
carver who specialises in duck
carvings. Foe him the Wikdfow!
Centre is a great source of
Inspiration. However, for this
show he had brought along his
latest pride and joy, a barn owl
carved in limne.

The owi is carved from five
peeces of wood, snd the skill, be
told me, lies in disguising the
joins. 1 must crease the Husion
of the picce being carved from
one bit of wood.” he said. The
wings had 1o be cut from a lin
piece of lume, and Pax
me! d how dist it

by members and to talk |
1o those whose work |
was featured in
the exhibstion.
Indeed with
many of the

/3
was 10 cut away 0 much wood
- an enonmous waste, he added
It sook him four months to
complete the carving. Cutting
out the shapes of the feathers
took most of his time, and
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acrylic paints were ased 1o give
the finishing touches to the bird
The eyes, the same type as used
by taxidermists, added to the

Hlusiva. The owl's landing wood |

came from the boafire pike, and
the bottom support was turned
by his wife from walnuet,

Other talents

One of the Guild's other
tadents ks Patricia Weeks, Her
carving of a heron using cight
differcat woods was nothing
short of inspirational. The woods
include lime for the heroa,
amarello for the iris, beak und
legs, oboay for the puptls, lime
for the bullrush beads, hael For
the stem, with the leaves in dead,
base in elm, sone in Loodon
planc and finally the stump was
apple. Itiook Patricia over 100
hours 1o complete, 50 it's not
surprising she only makes three

pleces 3 year, Since 1988 she has
been taking woodworking
classes st Soathbourne College
and pow feels confident enough
in her abalsty 1o rely on ber own
judgment.

Another interesting carving
way copied from a greeting cand
bought from W.H.Smith. The
card showed a paanting by
Eugene De Blass called “The
Flower Seller” It was being
carved in deep relicf, which is
especially difficult as everything
must be in perspective.

Secing work come alive
With a wide range of work
from dinosasrs to mbbits, along

with a bastalion of sokdsers
chasging their way out of a fine
rehef, there was pleaty for
Visitons 1o see and the workshop
demonstrations seemed 1o make
the wooden animals come alive

4. One of the Solent carvers adding the
finlahing touches 10 his reliel copled from
# greoling card.

5. Ray Baker's reliet work where the cavalry
sppedy fo be charging out of the wood.

Background picture: Patricia Weeks' heron
which uses eight ditferent imbers
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ANNUAL EXHIBITION

Disploys ond demonstrations of work by
the Sotent Gud of

s ond

Sculptors 27th to 29th May of Fort

Purbrook, Portdown Hill Road,

Portsmouth, Homgshire. Part of the larger
L Woodland

croft foir organised by

Crofts of

Purbrook, further information about the
Guild's onnual exhibition is avoiloble
from: Peser Hurrell, Vice Chairman of the
Guild, 85 The , Porichesor,
Farehom, Hompshice. Tel: 01705 373899,
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